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Cultivating the next generation

of civic leaders by connecting
them to the luminaries of today.
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ANOTE FROM THE CEO
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ABOUT US

NEARLY 100

YEARS OF
LEADERSHIP

OUR HISTORY

1921

The Economic Club of Chicago
was founded

500+

Event speakers throughout
the years

2400+

Current members representing
every industry in Chicago

8

U.S. presidents have addressed
the Club

There is transformative power
in a shared vision.

In 1927, the founders of The Economic Club of Chicago recognized
the importance of encouraging dialogue among leaders in order
to advance society and the institutions that shape it. For nearly 100
years, the Club has maintained that legacy and today we remain
committed to connecting Chicago’s top business and civic leaders to
the people and ideas impacting the city, the nation and the world.

MEMBER BENEFITS

Access to a prestigious group of business and civic leaders
Expand network outside of your industry

Hear from global thought leaders

Debate and discuss important topics with peers

Personal and professional development

Entertain colleagues, clients or friends



NOTABLE SPEAKERS

THROUGH

THE YEARS

01

02

03

04

05

06

07

08

Mellody Hobson
Co-CEO & President
Ariel Investments

Lee Iacocca
Chairman & CEO
Chrysler Corp

Sal Khan
Founder & CEO
Khan Academy

Alan Greenspan
13th Chair
Federal Reserve System

Adlai Stevenson I1
Governor
State of lllinois

Richard Nixon
37th President
United States of America

Nelson Rockefeller
Coordinator
Inter-American Affairs

Yo-Yo Ma

Cellist, Judson and Joyce Green
Creative Consultant

The Chicago Symphony Orchestra

09

10

n

12

13

14

15

16

17

Jack Welch
Chairman & CEO
General Electric

Barack Obama
44th President
United States of America

George W. Bush
43rd President
United States of America

George W. Romney
Chairman & President
American Motors Corp.

Herbert Hoover
31st President
United States of America

Ronald Reagan
40th President
United States of America

Indra Nooyi
Former President & CEO
PepsiCo

Jimmy Carter
39th President
United States of America

Katharine Graham
Publisher
The Washington Post

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Milton Friedman
Economist
Multiple institutions

Vernon Jordan
Presidential Advisor
Clinton Administration

Joseph P. Kennedy
Ambassador to Great Britain
United States of America

Oveta Culp Hobby
Federal Security Administrator
United States of America

Omar Bradley
General
United States Army

John F. Kennedy
35th President
United States of America

Francis Collins
Director
National Institutes of Health

Bill Gates
Founder
Microsoft



MEET THE CLUB

LEADER

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Mary Dillon
Chair

Debra A.Cafaro
Ex-Officio

Michelle L. Collins

Member

John Holmes

Member

Kunal Kapoor

Member

Christine A. Leahy

Member

Lisa Madigan

First Vice Chair, Programs

Michael O’Grady

Member

COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Eric S. Smith

Treasurer

David Snyder

President & Chief Executive Officer

Eric Weinheimer
Secretary

Suzanne Yoon
Second Vice Chair, Forums

Olivia Bedi
Chair, Membership

Andy Crestodina

Co-Chair, Communications

Lisa Madigan

First Vice Chair, Programs

STAFF

Charles R. Matthews
Chair, Diversity, Equity & Inclusion

Don McNeill

Co-Chair, Communications

Claire Koeneman
Chair, Reception

Desiree Moore
Chair, Questions

Ajah Shah

Chair, Young Leaders

Eric S. Smith

Treasurer

Suzanne Yoon
Second Vice Chair, Forums

David Snyder
President & Chief Executive Officer

Evan Blocker
Financial Reporting Assistant

Hannah Buhl
Marketing & Engagement Manager

Evelyn Chavez
Technology & Data Coordinator

Lisa Emerick
Vice President, Chief Marketing
& Engagement Officer

Katie Esposito
Vice President & Chief Program Officer

Chloe Harrison
Program Coordinator

Derrick Howell-McQueen

Finance & Operations Manager

Page Koerner
Marketing Coordinator

Andrew Leasure
Vice President & Chief Financial Officer

Stephanie Moffit
Manager, Executive Office & Board
Relations

Ariel O’Bannon

Program Assistant

Jonathan Seals
Membership & Data Analyst

Anthony Vena

Director of Technology

Emily Whelchel

Director of Membership

Joshua White

Program Manager

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Mary Dillon
President & CEO
Foot Locker Inc.

Aamer Baig
Senior Partner
McKinsey & Company

Sid Bala
President
Calcium

Koula Berlin
President
Fund Solutions, LLC (an HFR Company)

Christopher T. Bertschy
Managing Partner
McCarthy Bertschy & Associates, Inc.

Sally Blount, PhD

President & CEO

Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese
of Chicago

Debra A. Cafaro
Chairman & CEO
Ventas, Inc.

John A. Challenger
Chief Executive Officer
Challenger, Gray & Christmas, Inc.

Michelle L. Collins

President
Cambium, LLC

Sean Connolly
President & CEO
Conagra Brands, Inc.

Bridget C. Coughlin, PhD
President & CEO
John G. Shedd Aquarium

Sidney Dillard

Partner & Head of Corporate
Investment Banking

Loop Capital Markets, LLC

Helene D. Gayle MD, MPH
President
Spelman College

Mary Louise Gorno
President & CEO
Ingenuity International

Brett Hart
President
United Airlines

Gavin Hattersley
Chief Executive Officer
Molson Coors Beverage Company

John Holmes
President & CEO
AAR Corp.

Valerie B. Jarrett
Chief Executive Officer
Barack Obama Foundation

Kunal Kapoor
Chief Executive Officer
Morningstar, Inc.

James P. Kolar
Board Member
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP

Christine A. Leahy
President & CEO
CDW

Lisa Madigan
Partner
Kirkland & Ellis LLP

Patrick M. Magoon
Former President & CEO

Ann & Robert H. Lurie Children’s
Hospital of Chicago

Charles R. Matthews
Retired President & CEO
Peoples Gas

Dorri McWhorter
President & CEO
YMCA Metropolitan Chicago

Sandra Cordova Micek
President & CEO
WTTW / WFMT

Eileen Mitchell
President-IL
AT&T lllinois

Michael O’Grady
Chairman & CEO
Northern Trust

Bridget M. O’Keefe

Partner
Daspin & Aument LLP

Mohan Rao, PhD
Chief Executive Officer
Expression Therapeutics

Michael Reinsdorf
President & COO
Chicago Bulls

Jesse Ruiz
Partner, General Counsel & CCO
The Vistria Group

Ryan Ruskin
President & CEO
The Ruskin Group

E. Scott Santi
Chairman & CEO
lllinois Tool Works Inc.

Karen Sauder
President
Google, Inc.

Pietro Satriano
Former CEO
US Foods

Jennifer Scanlon
President & CEO
uL

Eric S. Smith

Vice Chairman
BMO Harris Bank

Maurice Smith
President & CEO
Health Care Service Corporation

David Snyder
President & CEO
The Economic Club of Chicago

Ted Souder
Founder
Wiggs Holding

Scott Swanson
President, lllinois
PNC Bank

Wanji Walcott
EVP, CLO & General Counsel
Discover Financial Services

Lisa Wardell

Executive Chairman
Adtalem Global Education

Eric Weinheimer
SVP, Philanthropic Strategist
Bank of America

Suzanne Yoon
Founder, Managing Partner
Kinzie Capital Partners, LLC

Andrea Zopp
Managing Partner
Cleveland Avenue, LLC



JOIN THE CLUB

PATH T0
MEMBERSHIP

A thorough application and election process ensure a carefully curated
membership that reflects Chicago’s rich corporate history, as well as
cultural and nonprofit centers and entrepreneurial energy.

Letters of Support

Both sponsors must provide a letter of support, detailing the
reasons the candidate should be considered for membership.
Additional letters of support are welcome.

Acquire Two Sponsors

For an individual to be considered for membership, two
current members must serve as sponsors for that candidate.
Sponsors will send a secure link to their candidate where
they will be able to submit their biography and application for
membership. All correspondence regarding membership are
done through the candidate’s sponsors.

Attend a Club Meeting

A candidate is required to attend a Club meeting, preferably
with their sponsor.

Biography & Application

Sponsors must provide the Club a biography along with a
completed application for membership.

Interview

A representative of the corresponding membership
subcommittee will review the application and determine
if an interview will take place.

3
4
4
6

Committee Selection

At the quarterly meetings of the Membership Committee,
selected candidates are elected to membership.






